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History of the 

  

National Jamboree

  

  

  

Sir Robert Baden-Powell, founder of the Scouting movement, created the idea of holding a large
encampment of Scouts and leaders to celebrate Scouting in England. He called it a jamboree. 

Since 1937, the Boy Scouts of America has held a national Scout jamboree for Scouts and
leaders of Boy Scout councils throughout the United States. More than 650,000 Scouts and
leaders have hiked the trails, paths, and roadways since the first jamboree was held at the base
of the Washington Monument on the Mall in our nation's capital. 

Since that time, 16 national Scout jamborees have been held. Four were held in the western
United States at Irvine Ranch, California (1953); Colorado Springs, Colorado (1960); and
Farragut State Park in Idaho (1969 and 1973). Five have been held in Pennsylvania at Valley
Forge (3: 1950, 1957, and 1964) and Moraine State Park (2: 1973 and 1977). Beginning in
1981, Caroline County, Virginia, and Fort A. P. Hill were the site for the National Jamborees.

  

  

The new home for the National Jamboree is the Bechtel Summit in West Virginia. 
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The 1st National Jamboree was scheduled for Washington, D. C. for August of 1935.  The
invitations went out and Scouts from across the country prepared for this great event marking
the 25th anniversary of Scouting in America.  An outbreak of polio early in the summer caused
the cancellation of the Jamboree.  It was rescheduled and held in the summer of 1937.  If you
look at the Jamboree emblem on the poster, you will see the center device is the capitol dome.  
This theme is matched by the background illustration on the poster. 
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  The first national jamboree was held in Washington, D.C. for ten days in July 1937, attended by25,000 Scouts, most of whom arrived by train. Region campsites were set up around the Washington MonumentandTidal BasinThe event was covered extensively by radio and newspapers. A press tent accommodated 626news media reporters, photographers, and broadcasters. Sixty-four news releases were issuedand the BSA assisted in the making of 11 newsreels and 53 magazine articles. The three major U.S. radio networks of  the time,NBC,CBSandMutual, had broadcasting studios near the jamboree headquarters to produce almost 19 hours of live,on–site jamboree coverage broadcast coast–to–coast. Celebrities also visited the jamboree,including well–known broadcasterLowell Thomasand U.S. PresidentFranklin D. Roosevelt. While at the jamboree, Scouts also attended a three-game baseball series between theWashington Senatorsand theBoston Red SoxatGriffith Stadium, as well as touring nearbyMount Vernon.    

    President Harry S. Truman address at Valley Forge at the Boy Scout Jamboree.                Governor Duff, President Houghton, Boy Scouts of the world:  I certainly appreciate most highly this decoration you have given me. I hope I can deserve it,and that I can wear it with honor to this great organization.  As Honorary President of the Boy Scouts of America, I am proud to open this Scout Jamboree. Iunderstand that there are nearly 50,000 Scouts in this encampment. I am glad to see suchevidence of the Strength of the Scout movement. And I think it most appropriate in times likethese that you have chosen to hold your Jamboree at this historic shrine of Valley Forge.  When George Washington brought his army to this spot in December 1777, the cause ofindependence appeared to be lost. His army at that time numbered only 11,000 men--less thanone-fourth the number of Scouts attending this Jamboree. Washington's men were withoutadequate food. They were in rags. Some had no shoes. They had to build their own shelteragainst the bitter weather. The enemy occupied the capital city of Philadelphia. Few menbelieved that George Washington's tiny force could survive. Victory seemed out of the question.  Just suppose that George Washington had had about 15 miles of that 35 miles of hot dogs youhave here. Think what that would have meant to him and his army at that time. You ought toappreciate how well fed you are, how well taken care of you are in this great Nation of ours.There are thousands and thousands of people in this world who are right on the verge ofstarvation, and who are starving to death. You should be thankful for the privileges which youhave under this great Government of yours.  But the men of Washington's army stuck it out. They stuck it out because they had a fiercebelief in the cause of freedom for which they were fighting. And because of that belief, they won.  I know that we still have, in this country, that same unconquerable belief in freedom.  Many of you know, I am sure, that men from other countries came over here, during ourRevolutionary War, to fight with us for freedom. Lafayette was a Frenchman; Von Steuben, aGerman; Pulaski, a Pole, and many others were here with our army at Valley Forge.  Today, even more than in Washington's time, men in other countries share our belief in freedomand our willingness to make sacrifices for it. These men are just as eager as we are to achievepeace in the world based on freedom and justice. If we are to succeed in our common strugglefor peace, we must know and work with these freedom-loving people of other countries. Weneed to understand their problems and they need to understand ours, so that all of us can worktogether effectively.  I am very glad that the Boy Scouts are doing so much to further this understanding among thepeople from different countries. You are to be congratulated on sending so many food andclothing packages overseas and on your support of the United Nations Appeal for Children andthe World Friendship Fund.  At this encampment there are Scouts from every State in the Union, from Alaska, Hawaii,Puerto Rico, and from the Philippines and many other foreign countries. This is a practicaldemonstration of how to achieve world understanding. When you work and live together, andexchange ideas around the campfire, you get to know what the other fellow is like. That is thefirst step toward settling world problems in a spirit of give and take, instead of fighting aboutthem.  I wish that more people from foreign countries would visit here and learn about our way of life.When visitors come over here and spend some time with us, they carry back to their homecountries a better picture of what American democracy is really like.  And the same thing is true in the other direction. The more of us from the United States who goabroad, and live for awhile with people in other countries, the better prepared we will be to workwith other nations for peace in the world.  I hope that many of you Scouts will have a chance to attend Jamborees like this one in othercountries. I hope that in the future you will have opportunities to travel and live abroad. Some ofyou may decide to choose your life work abroad--in business, in religious or educationalactivities, or in Government.  For those of you who are so inclined, I don't believe you could find a more satisfying career.There is a tremendous amount of pioneering work to be done. In many lands the people areeager to learn modern methods of making their lives healthier and more secure. Our youngcitizens can heap to teach modern techniques to the people of these areas, and assist them toimprove their health and education, increase their production, and raise their standards of living.Bringing better conditions to the people of these countries will be a great contribution to thecause of peace.  The Scout movement is good training for this kind of international work. Scouting is based onthe ideal of human brotherhood. Scouts know that the men of other lands are very likeourselves. They have the same desire to work for human advancement.  The great tragedy of our times is that there are movements in the world that deny thisfundamental ideal of human brotherhood. These movements have devoted themselves topreaching distrust between nations. They have made a religion of hate. They have tried to turnthe peoples of the earth against one another--to create a gulf between different peoples thatfellowship cannot bridge. As a part of this effort, they have tried to poison the minds of theyoung people.  Back in the days of Hitler and Mussolini, the young people of Germany and Italy wereregimented in organizations dedicated to the idea of racial hatred and war. They were shut offfrom the influence of their families and their churches, and sacrificed to the ambition of thetyrants who led them.  Today, the young people of Communist-dominated countries are being mobilized and marched,in the same fashion, under the hammer and sickle. These boys and girls are being given acompletely distorted picture of the world and prevented from learning the truth about othercountries. They are being taught to place the state above the obligations of family life. They arebeing brought up to despise religion and to believe that God does not exist. They are beingmade into tools of power politics, and their masters will not hesitate to sacrifice their lives if thatwill advance the cause of Communist imperialism.  This is a sad and terrible thing. You Scouts can understand only in part how sad it is. But yourparents can understand the sorrow that afflicts the parents of other lands when they see theirchildren taken away from them in this way, turned against the ideals they hold dear, and used toserve the purpose of a godless power.  How can we meet this situation ? There is only one way. We must not return hate for the hatewhich these young people are being taught to feel toward us. We must realize that they are thevictims of a cynical group of leaders. We must make it clear to them that we believe in thefellowship of human beings, in the possibility of cooperative human action, and in peace basedon mutual understanding. We must show them, over and over again, that fellowship is possiblebetween men of different nations, different colors, and different creeds.  We must continue to hold out to them the invitation to work with us for the common good.  We are deeply and sincerely interested in the well-being of the youth of the world-not onlyAmerican youth, but the young people of all countries. We are working, and we will continue towork, for a world in which young people are not regimented and exploited, but instead are giventhe opportunity to develop their capacities and contribute to a better future.  The United States, together with the other free nations, is striving to build a world in which menwill live as good neighbors and work for the good of all. Our program for peace is not directedagainst the people of any land. It is designed to bring to all people the benefits of justice andfreedom.  I hope that you young men in the Boy Scout movement, in this country and other countries, willtake home from this Jamboree a clearer understanding of the meaning of human brotherhood. Ihope that you will work for freedom and peace with the same burning faith that inspired the menof George Washington's army here at Valley Forge.  We cannot succeed in building a peaceful world unless we all work as hard as we know how. Iam confident that you will all do your very best.
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